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constitution, Britain could render great service and be of
great assistance without attempting in any way to impose
ideas of her own.
Sir John said there was the very important question of
transitional arrangements to be put inco force pending the
framing and bringing into operation of a new constitution.
In regard to that, there had been a change of altitude on
the part of the British Government since the Ciipps Plan,
Sir John said. In the Cripps Offer what was contemplated
was that the discussions should be initiated on the setting
up of a Constituent Assembly with certain terms of reference.
Once that had been agreed upon, and the process oi constitu-
tion-framing had been initiated, then, according to the
declaration, the British Government might make a change in
the Government of India at the centre,
Subsequently, he said, Lord Wavell was authorised to re*
verse the order of procedure, and he made ptoposals or sug-
gestions which were discussed in India and wnich, at one
time, seemed likely to be accepted. The proposals were
directed towards a reconstitution of the Government of
India on a more representative basis as a step primarily to the
establishment of a machinery for setting up a new constitu-
tion, That was a matter to which the Mission might use~
fully and fruitfully devote its attention, Sir Anderson
declared.
Sir John added : " While it is reasonable that the Mission
should have considerable latitude, I hope they will not
necessarily enter into actual commitments even in those
matters* which may be regarded as still open for discussion,
debate and negotiation because of the importance of preserv-
ing the responsibility of the British Government and Parlia-
ment,"
411 think," he said, " that in order that whatever might be
decided may endure and be the basis of a lasting settlement
in India, that is of the most vital importance. I hope with-
out attempting in any way to fetter the discretion of the
Mission in regard to these matters, that they will endeavour to
reserve as much as possible for a final debate and determina-
tion so far as the British Government and Parliament are
concerned, until after they return to this country."
u I hope that British rule in India*" he observed, " would